CHAPTER IV

THE  REMOVAL  FROM  WESTMINSTER  SCHOOL

Ethe summer of 1762, just as I was embarking in my
cherry, intending to proceed to Twickenham, one of
the City Companies' barges went by, on their annual ex-
cursion of pleasure, having a band of music with them.
This was an irresistible attraction to me. I accompanied
them up the river, keeping upon their quarter, except
that now and then I exerted myself and dashed ahead as
if they had been at an anchor. Vanity induced me to do
this, in order to shew my skill and adroitness, in which
my object was fully answered, the gentlemen appearing
delighted at the dexterity with which I manoeuvred my
boat. They presented me with cakes and wine from their
windows. At the end of the Terrace at Kew they stopped
in order to let the men who rowed rest a little and take
some refreshment. Whilst so doing, the band played several
martial airs, which drew a number of listeners, bofch on the
land and in boats.

Upon again moving from Kew, they invited me to come
on board their barge, which I immediately did, and upon
finding that I was going to Twickenham, they insisted
upon my remaining with them, and directed my wherry
to be made fast astern of the barge. By the time they
had reached Richmond I had made myself of so much
importance by my spirits and fun that one and all pro-
tested I must stay and eat turtle with them. I, who
at no period of my life could resist a convivial party,
very readily consented. By this time I had discovered
that it was the Fishmongers' Company, going to a
Turtle and Venison feast at the Castle tavern at Rich-
mond. The party in general were very civil and attentive
to me, but more especially an elderly gentleman of the
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